
MORITZ LANDGRAF VON HESSEN 

 

 

22 May 2007 

 

 

Princess Maria Gabriella of Savoy 

 

 

Dear Ella, 

 

 

The letter dated 5 December 1983, which we issued after the will of King Umberto II was 

opened, has recently become widely know to the public, but for purposes that have no connection 

whatever with those originally intended. Actually its sole purpose was to allow Vittorio Emanuele 

temporary custody of the Great Collars of the Most Holy Annunciation, and was certainly not meant 

to imply any kind of dynastic recognition. All the more so since it had nothing at all to do with the 

King’s will, but merely to satisfy an incidental and provisional need, as Vittorio Emanuele knew 

perfectly well when he accepted the task on this understanding. Besides this it is quite obvious that 

none of the signatories had the power to confer roles and positions of the House of Savoy, or to 

change the will of the King. 

 

 

Cordially, 

 

Moritz   

http://www.realcasadisavoia.it/files/ordinidinastici/19831205_dichiarazione_en.pdf



